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PROCEEDINGS 

OP 

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 

[Issued July 20th, 1869.] 



SESSION 1868-69. 



Eighth Meeting, March 8, 1869. 

Major-General SIB ANDBEW SCOTT WAUGH, r.e., f.r.s., Vice- 
President, in the Chair. 

Presentation. — Dr. Alfred Barry, m.a. 

Elections. — Ebenezer Forster, Esq. ; Sir Henry Green, k.c.s.i. ; 
William Griffiths, Esq. (Magistrate for Middlesex) ; Lieut.- Colonel 
Nassau Lees, d.c.l. ; F. T. Mott, Esq. ; Lieut.-Golonel Edward Neville. 

Accessions to the Library from February 22nd to March 8th, 
1 869.— 'Turkestan in 1866.' By P. N. Pascheno. (In Russian.) 
St. Petersburg, 1868. '11 Giappone e il Viaggio della Corvetta 
.Magenta nel 1868.' Per V. F. Arminjon. Genova, 1869. Donor, II 
Commr. Negri Cristoforo. ' The Malay Archipelago.' By Alfred 
Eussel Wallace. 2 vols. 1869. Donor, the author. ' The Geographical 
Distribution of Mammals.' By Andrew Murray. 1866. Purchased. 
' A Journey to Kashgar in 1858.' By Captain Valikhanof. Trans- 
lated from the Bussian by B. Michell. Donor, the Viceroy of India. 
' Notes on the North of China.' By the Bev. A. Williamson. 1867. 
Donor, Sir B. I. Murchison. ' Submarine Telegraph to India and 
Australia.' Donor, Major Leveson. Foreign Office List for 1869. 
Donor, Edward Hertslet, Esq. 

Accessions to the Map-room since the last Meeting of Feb- 
ruary 22nd. — A large Polar Diagram of the Antarctic Eegions, ex- 
tending from the South Pole to the parallel of 50° s. Presented 
by Staff-Commander J. E. Davis, r.x. Two Diagrams, illustrating 
the transit of Venus over the Sun's disc for the year 1882. Presented 
by Staff- Commander Davis, r.n. A Pictorial Diagram of Cockburn 
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Island, in the Antarctic Eegions. Presented by Staff-Commander 
Davis, r.n. A Bust of Eichard Lander, Esq., the first Gold Medalist, 
discoverer of the course of the Biver Niger. Presented by Mrs. 
Elsom. Abyssinia, Eastern portion, showing the line of march of 
the Army under Lieut.-General Lord Napier of Magdala. On five 
sheets. Presented by Sir H. James, e.e., Director of Ordnance 
Survey. Admiralty Charts, 11 in number. Presented by the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, through the Hydrographer, Capt. 
G. H. Eichards. 

The Chairman, in announcing the subject of the paper, said, that it related 
to a region which had never been explored by scientific travellers, and there- 
fore oft'ered peculiar interest to geographers, whose motto was terra incognita. 
The region west and south-west of the Rocky Mountains was interesting in a 
geological point of view, and also in its ethnology. To the south of it were 
those peculiar people the Aztecs. The physical character of the country in 
some respects resembled Abyssinia and Thibet, where the rivers cut deeply 
into the earth and formed enormous ravines or canons, which served as natural 
barriers against the extension of nomadic races. 



The following Papers were read : — • 

1. On the Physical Geography of the Colorado Basin and the Great Basin 
Region of North America. By W. A. Bell, Junr., m.b., f.k.g.s. 

The country treated of in this paper lies between the Eocky Moun- 
tains on the east and the Sierra Nevada of California on the west, 
and was shown by the author to present many very remarkable 
topographical features. A description was first given of the Colo- 
rado Basin. 

Dr. Bell joined the survey expedition dispatched by the Union 
Pacific Eailway Company to determine the best route for a southern 
line of railway through New Mexico and Arizona to California. He 
traversed the western part of America between the 33rd and 31st 
parallels of latitude, recrossed the great interior plateaux farther 
north, and travelled through Sonora from north to south. The basin 
of the Colorado has an area of 200,000 square miles, and the Great 
Basin an area of 280,000 square miles. These basins are separated 
by the range of the Wahsatch Mountains, which have a breadth of 
60 miles. The basin of the Colorado is of triangular shape, and 
consists of successive table-lands of from 4000 to 7000, or even 8000 
feet in elevation, having abrupt edges and generally barren surfaces. 
The Green and Grand rivers passing over the table-lands have 
formed for themselves deep canons. The great canon of the Colo- 
rado has a length of 300 miles, and the sides of its gorge rise from 
1000 feet to nearly a mile in perpendicular height. Last year James 



